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It takes a first class fighting man to man a 
ship that is called Bataan! 



 

in honoR oF theSe diStingUiShed men

Richard Weaver Sando Cosenza Clancy Decker
As the computer and cell 

phones started to take over 
our lives, Dick built the 

website into a combination 
directory, history book, and 

illustrated encyclopedia. 
He reached out to many 

sources, including the Navy 
Dept. to make our website a 
living memorial to our ship 

and shipmates. Much of 
this time was during his late 
wife Ellie Mae’s illness. Dick  

is still busy with our new 
Webmaster, Chris Novak, in 
keeping the site growing!  

Thanks, Dick!

These three men had a passion for the Bataan CVL-29, for what the men and the ship stood 
for during the wars for their country.  They carried their passion on to the Bataan reunions and 
Association.  A large Bataan family grew spanning 70 years.  We owe much to these men for 
their tireless dedication to the Bataan Association.  Over  70 years there have been many others 
that have given their time and effort to the Bataan Assoiation.  These three men have stood out 
for the last 20 years, giving their all for the Bataan Association.  

Sando Cosenza and 
"Bataan Speaking" kept the 
Association informed and in 

touch with the 
WW II and Korean 

shipmates and family. 
He was the manager of 
a private club so was 
especially helpful in 

planning reunion events and 
assisting with interesting 
programs. As the years 
rolled by, he retired to 

Phoenix, but still continued 
his duties as Secretary and 

editor of the newsletter, plus 
the follow-up Memory Book. 

His chairmanship of the 
Colorado Springs Reunion, 
was a classic, with visits to 
the Air Force Academy and 
"out west" entertainment. 
A salute to Sando and wife 
Audrey, who will live on in 

our memory.

Clancy seemed to take 
charge at every reunion 
he attended to see that 

everything was done proper 
and in order. Clancy held 

many offices for the Bataan 
Association and took over 
the Treasurer office after 

Anita’s illness.  He always 
took care of shipping  all  
the  flags, the bell for the 
Memorial Service, Plaque, 

hats and shirts. He believed 
that things should be done 
the right way and always 
seemed to have a hand in 

trying to make that happen.  
Clancy was a caring person 
(maybe gruff at times) but 
had deep feelings for his 

comrades and friends in the 
Bataan Association.  Clancy 

helped keep the reunions 
going as long as they did.  It 
was his determination and 
drive that inspired us all. 



James Ward

Donald Border

Special Recognition

 James Ward is a man of many hats.  He is known as the Cracker Jack Man, always having 
a poster and Cracker Jacks at every reunion.  He has given many hours and money to the 
reunion taking pictures, buying at auction, emails, time and who knows what else!  He may 
be remembered aboard ship as “J. Bathwater Kaltenborn”, who announced the activities of 
the Air Group over the PA system. His regular job was as a Fighter Director in C. I. C., the 
Combat Information Center opposite the Ready Room. He didn’t get involved with the Reunion 
Association until Orlando, but stepped in later to substitute for Sando as Secretary pro-tem, and 
photographer  when the professional didn’t show at Newport News. His best memories are of 
getting our webpage continued with Chris Novak as professional Webmaster.

 Don’s first reunion was at the San Diego 
reunion in 1989.  Don’s first reunion as chaplain was 
at the Tulsa, Oklahoma reunion in 2009.  He was the 
chaplain for the memorial services at the reunions 
and made sure we had prayer at every business 
meeting and every dinner.  He would ask for God’s 
care for all the people that could not attend and for 
the souls of the deceased Bataan family members, 
for safe travel for all in attendance and on our return 
trip home.  He and his wife, Joanne, have done a lot 
of other good things for the organization.  

Thank You
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Left to Right: Robert Wiggins, Edward Smith, Donald Border, William Keener, Jim Ward, Allen 
Lamont, Dean Christman, Raymond Pacheco

WoRld WaR ii & KoRean
veteRanS



Front L to R: Robert Wiggins, Edward Smith, Donald Border, William Keener, James Ward, Allen 
Lamont, Dean Christman, Raymond Pacheco.  Second Row: Barbara Schorr, Marianne Laxague, 
Barbara Atherton, Joanne Border, Macy Spencer, Grace Schwartz, Jeannine Warkow, Doris 
Lamont, Beverly Smith, Kathleen Webb.  Third Row: Lynn Wiggins, Jim Schorr, Debbie Clow, 
Caron Campbell, William Campbell, Ray Kinsman, Jewell Kinsman, Tom Motland, Mark Webb, 
Bruce Lamont, Patrick Christman, Mike Wiggins

USS Bataan cvl-29 ReUnion 
memBeRS & gUeStS



Jim Schorr, Barbara Schorr, Marianne Laxague,  
Joanne Border, Don Border 

Debbie Clow, Barbara Atherton, Zachery Clow

William & Caron Campbell E. Dean Christman & Patrick Christman

William Keener & granddaughter Macy Spencer Jewel & Ray Kinsman



Bruce Lamont, Doris Lamont, Allen Lamont Raymond Pacheco

Grace Schwartz & Tom Motland Edward Smith, Beverly Smith, Kathleen Webb, 
Mark Webb

James Ward & friend Jeannine Warkow Lynn Wiggins, Robert “Bob” Wiggins, Mike 
Wiggins











To: USS Bataan CVL-29 Association Members

I thought I would share with everyone how myself and my daughter, Debbie, 
became involved with the Bataan Association.  In 1992, my father, Larrie Ayers, 
was president and hosted the reunion in Las Vegas.  Debbie and I went to help 
him and we were adopted by the association.  We have tried to attend as many 
reunions as we could and have many wonderful memories.  My father made 
many friendships on the bataan that lasted a lifetime.  His favorite dsaying was 
some of the best days of his life were spent in the Navy.

We had a good response to our charitable donation survey.  There were a total 
of 41 requests send back.  This is the break down:

We will be determining what denomination will be donated and funds will be 
dispersed in the beginning of 2018.  We are planing to use half of the money in 
the treasury and keep the remainder for future expenses if needed.  Over time, 
the entire amount left in the treasury will be donated.

Chris Novak, with the help of Jim Ward, has done an amazing job to refresh 
and redesign in some areas our website.  I hope that you will take the time of-
ten to visit the website www.bataancvl29.org.  Our goal is for all generations to 
cherish the history and memories provided on the website.

In closing we want to wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday.

Sincerely,

Honor Flight Marine Association Navy League American Legion Other

13 2 10 6 10



ReUnionS & locationS
1988 - Philadelphia, Pennsilvania 
1989 - San Diego, California
1990 - Pensacola, Florida
1991 - St. Louis, Missouri 
1992 - Las Vegas, Nevada
1993 - Baltimore, Maryland
1994 - Orlando, Florida
1995 - Tuscon, Arizona
1996 - Nashville, Tennessee 
1997 - Louiville, Kentucky
1998 - Seattle, Washington
1999 - Caribbean Cruise
2000 - Norfolk, Virginia
2001 - San Antonio, Texas
2002 - Branson, Missouri
2003 - Laughlin, Nevada
2004 - Fort Mitchell, Kentucky
2005 - Fort Myers, Florida
2006 - Shreveport, Louisana 
2007 - San Diego, California
2008 - Savannah, Georgia
2009 - Tulsa, Oklahoma
2010 - Newport News, Virginia
2011 - Colorado Springs, Colorado
2012 - Portland, Main
2013 - Omaha, Nebraska
2014 - Branson, Missouri
2015 - Providence, Rhode Island
2016 - San Diego, California
2017 - San Francisco, California

* This concludes the Bataan Reunions











paSt ReUnion memoRieS 2001 - 2016





















This final Battan Reunion Book is 
dedicated to all the service men and 
women that have given their time 
and lives for our freedom that we 

benefit and enjoy today.

USS Bataan (CVL-29) in October 1944, probably ferrying aircraft to Hawaii. Note her camouflage, 
Ms. 32 Design 8A.

Photo Credit: National Archives, College Park, Maryland via Dwayne A. Day

USS Bataan (CVL-29) in the Panama Canal, October 9–11 1945, en route to New York.

Photo Credit: John Varnado; Restored copy submitted by Chris Novak, Webmaster/Historian, 
USS Bataan CVL-29 Reunion Association



Home of the 

Free
Because of the 

Brave

Underway in January 1952 with F4U-4B Corsair fighter-bombers of VMF-314 on board. Photo was 
taken as she was working up in preparation for her second Korean War deployment.  Official 
U.S. Navy Photograph, now in the collections of the National Archives (photo # 80-G-633888). 

Photo Credit: Scott Dyben

USS Bataan (CVL-29) photographed on 22 May 1953, as she was en route to Naval Air Station 
San Diego, California, following a deployment to Korean waters. Note crew paraded on the flight 
deck spelling out the word "HOME" and an arrow pointing over her bow. Aircraft on deck in-
clude 19 Grumman AF Guardian anti-submarine planes and a solitary Vought F4U Corsair fighter 
(parked amidships on the starboard side).

Photo Credit: U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph (# NH 95808).



Please visit the Bataan Website at: 
http://www.bataancvl29.org

Follow the website to stay in contact with Bataan family 
and friends and stay up to date on all Bataan news.


